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To the investigator, the whole value of the essay lies in the history of these 
two cases, as the remaining contents of the work are derived from sources 
already suflieiently familiar. The young practitioner, however, will take interest 
in what must be pronounced a carefully compiled survey of the little that is 
known of this rare form of cancer. 

The author presents a resume of twenty-five published cases, the history of 
many of which is sufficiently incomplete; from these he is able to present the 
following slender statistics:— 

Of eight primary melanotic cancers of the skin, the average duration of life 
was somewhat more than three years and ten months. In four, of the eye, the 
average duration was two years and eight months. Of fourteen primary mela¬ 
notic cancers of the skin, the average duration of life, after the operation, was 
twenty-seven months. Of eight, of the eye, the average duration was sixteen 
months. 

The microscopic structure of melanotic cancer is disposed of in ten lines, 
illustrated by a woodcut, copied from Carl Wedl’s “Rudiments.” 

The melanosis of Mr. Pemberton is simply melanotic or pigmental cancer, or, 
to use his own words (pp. 37), “ medullary cancer, with black pigment super- 
added.” But while thus throughout the essay the term melanosis is used 
synonymously with melanotic cancer, the last paragraph of the work renders it 
very evident that Mr. Pemberton is acquainted with another melanosis, which 
is not cancerous. For he says (pp. 37) : “The description that I have previously 
given of melanosis will be quite sufficient to distinguish it from every other dis¬ 
ease, with the exception of non-malignant melanosis of the skin.” 

It is quite evident, then, that there exists for Mr. Pemberton a “ non-malignant 
melanosis of the skin.” Nay, he has evidently made its near acquaintance, for 
he describes its characteristics. “ Non-malignant cutaneous melanosis generally 
arises in many spots, and these of large size, at the same time. They are, more¬ 
over, of a deep black colour; and they never give rise to cachectic symptoms.” 
(Pp. 38.) 

But it appears to us that the existence of a non-malignant melanosis, whether 
of the skin, or of any other organ, at once prevents the possibility of using the 
terms “ melanosis” and “ melanotic cancer” synonymously. And in view of the 
fact that brownish or blackish pigmental deposits may occur in almost any 
normal texture, and in almost any new formations it would seem better to banish 
the term melanosis, and speak of cancer with pigment deposit, of nmvi with 
pigment deposit, Ac. Ac., instead of applying a single generic term which may 
lead to constant misconception. J. J. W. 


Art. XXI .—Disorders of the Blood. By Junius Yoonn, M. I)., Professor of 
Clinical Medicine in the University of Giessen. Translated and edited by 
Chuxder Coomar Dey, Graduate of the Medical College of Bengal. Cal¬ 
cutta, 1856. 8vo. pp. 219. 

This work is an excellent translation of the Stbrungen der Blutmischung, con¬ 
stituting the 4th section of Virchow's Handbuch der Speciellen Patliologie und 
Therapie. Published several years ago, it has become so well known to the 
profession that no particular account of it is needed in this place. It is suf¬ 
ficient, therefore, to observe that the work is justly regarded as a lucid, methodi¬ 
cal, and accurate exposition of all that is positively known and well established 
concerning the various alterations in the quantity, quality, and property of the 
normal blood-constituents, the abnormal accumulation of noxious matters in the 
blood, and the putrefactive changes which this fluid undergoes in certain diseased 
conditions of the economy. Rich in well established facts whose practical appli¬ 
cation to clinical medicine has been frequently and satisfactorily tested, and at 
the same time remarkably free from all dubious and uncertain details, it consti¬ 
tutes, in fact, a practical, “important, and useful monograph on the subject of 
blood diseases,” and, as such, fully sustains the distinguished reputation and high 
position of the author. 
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In its present dress, as a translation from the German into the English, by one 
whose native tongue is so different from either of these, the work is curiously 
interesting in a philological point of view. A few years ago, Dr. Mount, of the 
Bengal Medical College, translated the “ London Pharmacopoeia” into the Per¬ 
sian language. He also compiled from the well-known works of Bourgery. 
Meckel. Sharpey and Qnain, Oruveilkier, Ellis. Harrison, and others, an excel¬ 
lent treatise on the “ Elements of Anatomy,” which he published in the vernacular 
speech common to both Hindoos and Mohammedans. This treatise was accom¬ 
panied by an “ Atlas of Anatomical Plates,” with descriptive letter-press in both 
English and Ilindostanee. Less than ten years ago. Mohammed Alee-el-Baglce. 
professor of surgery in the Medical School of Cairo, published an elementary 
surgical work entitled “Me Ghorar el Nagah fi a’Ainal el Garrah,” or “The 
Book of Success in Surgical Operations.” This is regarded, we believe, as the 
first work written in Arabic since the decline of oriental learning, after the fall 
of the Caliphate. Its author was educated in the medical schools of Paris ; and 
his work, therefore, as well as those of Mouat and some others that might be 
mentioned, such as the translation of Hooper’s “ Vade Mecum” into Arabic, are 
remarkable as contributions of learning offered by the West to the East, in 
return for that knowledge which the former, in ancient times, received so freely 
from India and Egypt. Chunder Coomar Dev’s translation of “ Vogel” is still 
more remarkable, since it exhibits to us the singular spectacle of the Orient 
placing into the hands of a distant people of the Occident, and their still more 
distant descendants in the New World, valuable information calculated to alle¬ 
viate the sufferings of man, but hitherto locked up, to a certain extent, in the 
difficult tongue of another European people. J. A. M. 


Art. XNII.— A Practical Treatise on Enteric Fever; its Diagnosis and 
Treatment: Being an Analysis of one hundred and thirty consecutive. Cases, 
derived from Private Practice, and embracing a Partial History of the 
Disease in Virginia. By James E. Reeves, M. 1). 8vo. pp. 199. J. B. 
Lippineott & Co.: Philadelphia, 1859. 

Every new series of observations, in relation to the pathology, diagnosis, and 
treatment of almost any disease—if sufficiently extended, and, u”t the same time, 
carefully made and accurately recorded—is of value. It increases our acquaint¬ 
ance with the varying phases which the malady presents in different patients, in 
different localities, at different seasons, and in different years. But if thus valuable 
in respect to well-knowu diseases, every new series of observations, made in good 
faith by judicious practitioners, in the same or different localities, becomes dou¬ 
bly so when tho question is of an affection like typhoid or enteric fever; of which 
the true pathological character and relations are still far from being established 
beyond the possibility of a very reasonable doubt—an affection which, at the 
same time, is of especial interest to the medical practitioner from its constantly 
increasing prevalence throughout the United States; and from the fact that in 
many localities it is taking the place, as it were, of their former endemic diseases 
-—the so-called miasmatic fevers, especially those of a remittent type. 

It is such a series of observations in reference to the diagnosis and treatment 
of enteric fever that I)r. Reeves presents in the work before us. These observa¬ 
tions are based upon the analysis of one hundred and thirty cases occurring in 
private practice, and originally published in the Buffalo Medical Journal. To 
give to tlie volume more the form of a systematic treatise, the author has not 
hesitated to borrow largely from contemporary authorities, while he has endea¬ 
voured to furnish, from the reports of physicians residing in different portions 
of the State, an outline of the history of enteric fever in Virginia. 

The materials at the command of Dr. R. for the accomplishment of the work 
he has undertaken, appear to have been respectable as well in regard to quantity 
as to quality. We are not so well persuaded, however, that of those materials 
he has always made the very best use. It is very certain that, in many instances, 



